MINUTES OF THE WINNEBAGO CITY COUNCIL

City of Winnebago, Minnesota

February 10, 2009

A regular meeting of the Winnebago City Council was held on Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Center Council Chambers.

Mayor Nowak called the meeting to order and conducted roll call.  Council members present: Gates, Johnson, Ziegler and Weerts.  Staff present: City Administrator Feely and Deputy City Clerk Sturtz.  City Attorney: Doug Johanson.  

Motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to approve the Regular Council meeting minutes of January 13, 2009.  Motion carried.

With three additions: Jeff Lang, UHD, authorization to submit appropriations request and copier for library, motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to approve the proposed meeting agenda of February 10, 2009.  Motion carried. 

Consent Items

Motion by Gates, seconded by Weerts to approve all bills as listed in the council packet.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Ziegler, seconded by Johnson to approve all department head reports as listed on pages 7 thru 14 in the council packet and building permits.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Gates, seconded by Weerts to approve all commission and committee reports on pages 15 thru 17 of the council packet.  Motion carried.

Open Meeting to Public
Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public for the first time.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Nowak closed the meeting to the public.  
General Business
Jeff Lang, Adolescent Treatment Center Update
Jeff Lang, United Hospital District, was present to update the council on the Adolescent Treatment Center.  Lang asked if a committee from the city could be set up as early as next week to work with issues that will come up, such a zoning.  The council determined that the committee would be Darold Neinhaus, Gates and Weerts.  
Main Street Mercantile-Sharron Christian EDA Loan
Douglas Johanson, City Attorney was present and discussed the Sharron Christian EDA loan situation.  Johanson suggested that this situation be discussed in a closed session.  Mayor Nowak adjourned into closed session.  Mayor Nowak reopened the meeting and stated that the City is in litigation and the council will have a summary put together at the next city council meeting.  
Craig Johnson Variance Request
After much discussion, motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to agree with the Utility Committee’s decision and deny the variance request.  Voting in favor: Gates, Ziegler, and Weerts.  Abstained: Johnson.  Motion carried.  
Conference Request: Police Chief Bob Toland
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Ziegler to authorize Police Chief Bob Toland to attend the Minnesota Chiefs of Police of Executive Training Institute April 6-9, 2009 in Rochester, MN in the amount of $325 for conference, approximately $300 for lodging and reimbursement for mileage at a rate of .55 per mile.  Motion carried. 

Updates to Public Works Position Descriptions and Polices
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Ziegler to approve the updates with the changes to the Public Works position descriptions and appropriate policies.  Motion carried.  

Faribault County Regional Safely Group
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Gates to approve the Faribault County Regional Safety Group Agreement and RESOLUTION 436-2009 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NEW MEMBER IN REGIONAL SAFELY GROUP, thereby rescinding RESOLUTION 433-2008.  
Identify Theft Prevention Program
Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson to approve implementation of the Identify Theft Prevention Program for the City of Winnebago.  Motion carried.  

Charitable Gambling Fund Requests
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to approve the two charitable donation applications for the Blue Earth Area Mentors and the Winnebago Lions Club, both in the amount of $500.00 paid out of the 10% gambling proceeds.  Motion carried.  
Itron Meter Reading Device Software Update
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Ziegler to authorize the purchase of Itron Software version 7.10 or higher at a cost of $1,500 to be paid out of the remaining 601 funds allocated for the purchase of new radio read meters/tops.  Motion carried.  

2009 Hall of Fame Nomination
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Ziegler to approve the nomination by the EDA of Dick Enger for the 2009 Hall of Fame award.  Motion carried.
Ambulance Crew Member Resignation
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to accept the resignation of Julie Stoltz as a Winnebago Ambulance Crew Member.  Motion carried.  
Public Works Bid Information
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to accept the bids from the various contractors and put them on file and use as need be.  Motion carried.  

Authorization to Submit Appropriations Requests
Motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates to authorize Administrator Feely to fill out the appropriations form and submit on behalf of the City of Winnebago in an effort to attempt to secure funding for the 1st Ave SE and 6th Street SW Street Improvement Projects.  Motion carried.  

Library Copier
Motion by Gates, seconded by Weerts to authorize the purchase of the image runner 1023N Model copier for the library in the amount of $1449.00.  Motion carried.  

Budget Work Session
Administrator Feely proposed Council consider hosting a community meeting to encourage public input and answer questions regarding the impact of Local Government Aid funding reductions.  Motion by Weerts, seconded by Gates have a special budget meeting on February 24, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.
Open Meeting to Public
Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public for the second time.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Nowak closed the meeting to the public.
Administrator’s Report

Administrator Feely handed out the updated phone list, updated committee meetings and a flier for the annual Chamber of Commerce on March 13, 2009.  She also noted that the local Board of Appeals will be April 28, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Nowak congratulated Dick Enger for receiving the EDA Hall of Fame Award for 2009.  
Council Reports

Gates suggested calling the council members when mail comes for them and the council members will come and pick it up.  Johnson didn’t have anything.  Ziegler congratulated Dick Enger and would like Administrator Feely to get information on the upcoming balloon payment on the Duplexes.  Weerts thanked Dick Enger for all of his hard work in the community and stated that the new Bevcomm cable is great.  He also stated that Darold’s son received the AAA award and that something should be done for him.  

Announcements

Next regular meeting: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.
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