
MINUTES OF THE WINNEBAGO CITY COUNCIL

City of Winnebago, Minnesota

Special City Council Meeting

June 16, 2009
A special meeting of the Winnebago City Council was held on Tuesday, June 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Center Council Chambers.
Mayor Nowak called the meeting to order and conducted roll call.  Council members present: Dana Gates, Rick Johnson, and Chris Ziegler.  Staff present: City Administrator Jennifer Feely and City Attorney Douglas Johanson.
Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson, to approve the proposed meeting agenda with the following changes: addition of 2009 and 2010 Proposed State Aid Unallotments Update and removal of Steve Willett from Council interview schedule as he has since withdrawn his application.  Motion unanimously carried.
Open Meeting to Public:

Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public for the first time.  

Hearing no comments, Mayor Nowak closed the meeting to the public.  

General Business: 
Council Seat Interviews.
The Council interviewed Stacy Huntington Scofield and Holly Stauffer for the vacant position on the City Council. 
Mayor Nowak proposed council members write down their top candidate and the candidate with the most votes will be offered the position. Mayor Nowak stated council could write down who they wish to have appointed unless there is another way council wants to do this. Mayor Nowak also stated this is the way it has been done in the past.  Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson, to write down the top pick and proceed with the highest vote.  Motion unanimously carried.  
Council members wrote down their selection and handed to Mayor Nowak.  Mayor Nowak stated the candidate chosen by the council to fill the vacancy is Holly Stauffer.  Gates thanked both candidates for interviewing and noted both had very good qualities.  Mayor Nowak stated that Stauffer will be sworn in at the July 14, 2009 City Council meeting.  Motion by Johnson, seconded by Ziegler, to accept Holly Stauffer to fill the vacancy on the city council.  Motion unanimously carried.
2009 and 2010 Proposed State Aid Unallotments Update.

Feely stated that this afternoon Governor Pawlenty announced his plans to balance the remaining $2.7 billion state budget deficit.  The proposed plan includes $64.2 million in cuts to local government aid (LGA) for cities in 2009 and $128.3 million in 2010 cuts.  These cuts total approximately $90 million below cuts proposed by the governor in his January budget.  Feely went on to state that based upon the proposed 2009 and 2010 LGA unallotment reductions, Winnebago stands to lose $30,756 for calendar year 2009 and an additional $75,106 for calendar year 2010.   While these proposed cuts come in lower than anticipated, the impact on the City’s budget is still significant.  The proposed unallotments will be presented to the Legislative Advisory Commission on June 18.  

Open Meeting to Public:

Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public for the second time.  

Hearing no comments, Mayor Nowak closed the meeting to the public.  

Announcements:

The next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, July 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Motion by Gates, seconded by Ziegler, to adjourn the meeting. Motion unanimously carried.  

Presented to Council July 14, 2009.

Randy Nowak






Jennifer Feely

Mayor







City Administrator


