MINUTES OF THE WINNEBAGO CITY COUNCIL

City of Winnebago, Minnesota
Special City Council Meeting
March 31, 2009
A special meeting of the Winnebago City Council was held on Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 12:00 p.m. in the Emergency Response Meeting Room.
Mayor Nowak called the meeting to order and conducted roll call.  Council members present: Dana Gates, Rick Johnson, and Robert Weerts.  Absent:  Chris Ziegler.  Staff present: City Administrator Jennifer Feely.  Absent:  Deputy City Clerk Jessi Sturtz.  Also present was City Attorney Doug Johanson.
Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson, to approve the proposed meeting agenda.  Motion carried.
Open Meeting to Public:

Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public for the first time.  

Hearing no comments, Mayor Nowak closed the meeting to the public.  

General Business: 

Authorization for Police Chief to Fill Out and Submit COPS Hiring Recovery Program Application.
Police Chief Toland provided the Council with an overview of the COPS Hiring Recovery Program.  Toland went on to explain the potential layoff of a full-time officer was the basis for submitting an application.  He also stated that he thought the Winnebago Police Department fit the eligibility requirements.  City Attorney Johanson stated he reviewed the application and thinks the city meets the criteria as discussions took place in which budgetary cuts involving possible future reductions in personnel was discussed.  Gates stated anywhere stress can be relieved from the budget is good.  Nowak stated he has previously spoken with Toland about possible cuts to police personnel.  Motion by Gates, seconded by Weerts, to authorize Police Chief Toland to fill out and submit COPS Hiring Recovery Program grant application.  Motion carried.  
Announcements:

The next regular Council meeting will be held Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 7 pm.

Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  

Presented to Council April 14, 2009.
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