


MINUTES OF THE WINNEBAGO CITY COUNCIL
City of Winnebago, Minnesota
April, 15 2010

A special meeting of the Winnebago City Council was held on Thursday, April 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Center Council Chambers.
Mayor Nowak called the meeting to order and conducted roll call. Council members present: Gates, Johnson, Ziegler, Stauffer. Staff present: Deputy City Clerk Boeck. City Attorney: Douglas Johanson. 
There were two changes to the agenda, with the scheduled interview of 7:40 cancelled, and 8:20 rescheduled for a later date. Motion by Gates, seconded by Johnson to accept the agenda of April 15, 2010 with the two changes. Motion carried.
Motion by Ziegler, seconded by Johnson to approve resolution 461-2010 Guide for Interviewing City Administrator. Motion carried.
Open Meeting to Public
Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public for the first time. Hearing no comments Mayor Nowak closed the meeting to the public. 
General Business
Interviews
7:00 Ted A. Schoonover. Council asked candidate Schoonover 20 questions regarding interests, past and present relationships with co-workers, experience, current job duties, goals, and management style. Schoonover talked about being retired from the Army, his position as Mayor of his community, he described himself as being proactive, and mentioned that if offered the position he would consider himself a “winnebagan”. He is a leader, and a self starter.
7:20 Sarah Friesen. Council asked candidate Friesen the same questions as the prior candidate. She mentioned being a city administrator for 11 years. Her husband farms near Mountain Lake and Winnebago would be within driving distance from where she lives. Friesen is familiar with Banyon Data systems, and has been involved in some union negotiations. 
7:40 Matthew D. Kline. Declined to interview.
8:00 Johanna Marzinske. In interviewing candidate Marzinske she stated she has a desire to challenge her brain. She has worked for Blue Earth County for the past 10 ½ years and is good at problem solving. Marzinske will finish her Master’s Degree and graduate next week. She stated she is ambitious by nature and can embrace change. Marzinske asked council what they like about Winnebago. Members stated they liked the quiet, small town, the community working together, and seeing the town succeed.
8:20 Mark A. Baker. Due to unforeseen circumstances Baker was unable to attend Thursday’s interview. It will be rescheduled for Tuesday, April 20th, 2010. 
8:40 Kenneth R. Bucholz. During candidate Bucholz’ interview council learned he has grown up in a family around City Administration. It’s something he is very interested in and wishes to make a career out of it. He has experience writing grants, and has been successful in doing so. He believes it to be an important part of the job. Bucholz will handle responsibilities with a team approach but can manage a work load independently as needed. Bucholz thinks Winnebago is a nice, pretty, city.
Open Meeting to Public
Mayor Nowak opened the meeting to the public. Robert Toland questioned the council on background checks for the candidates. Toland can perform the background checks but affidavits must be signed by each candidate prior. Mayor Nowak then closed the meeting to the public.
Adjournment
Motion by Gates, seconded by Ziegler to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
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